
  Warsaw, 5 February 2020 

Ms. Vera Jourova 
Vice President of the European Commission 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 170 
B-1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 
Belgique/België/Belgium 

Dear Ms. Vice President, 

The Disciplinary Chamber of the Supreme Court issued its first decision in history on 
4 February 2020 removing a judge from adjudication and imposing a financial penalty on 
him (reducing his salary by 40%).  This was a decision made with respect to Justice Paweł 
Juszczyszyn, who was the first in Poland to take up activities intended to perform the 
judgment of the CJEU of 19 November 2019 (cases C-585/18, C 624/18 and C-625/18), as 
a result of which repressive disciplinary action was taken against him and criminal ac-
tion has been announced.  

Despite the above judgment of the CJEU and the resolution of the combined three 
chambers of the Supreme Court of 23 January 2020, which acknowledged that the Disci-
plinary Chamber is not a court in the meaning of EU law and Polish law, the Disciplina-
ry Chamber is still operating and is making far-reaching decisions with respect to Polish 
judges.  

Furthermore, President Andrzej Duda also signed the so-called Muzzle Act yesterday, 
which gives the Disciplinary Chamber additional powers. 

In view of the above, we would like to ask you, Ms. Vice President to cause the European 
Commission to submit a motion to the Court of Justice of the European Union to im-
mediately consider the request to issue an injunction decision in the anti-infringement 
proceedings by stopping the activities of the Disciplinary Chamber, simultaneously in-
dicating that the situation in which a Polish judge is penalized for fulfilling a judgment 
of the CJEU by a body (the Disciplinary Chamber), which is not a court in the meaning 
of the criteria specified in precisely that judgment of the CJEU is unacceptable from the 
point of view of the European legal order.   

            Yours faithfully, 

The Justice Defence Committee (KOS) 

Professor Zbigniew Hołda Association 
Polish Judges’ Association “Iustitia” 
Association of Judges “THEMIS” 
“Lex Super Omnia” Association of Prose-
cutors  
Free Courts Initiative 
Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 
Institute for Law and Society INPRIS 

Wiktor Osiatyński Archive 
Amnesty International  
Civil Development Forum (FOR) 
Polish National Association of Judges of 
Administrative Courts 
Presidium of the Judges' Cooperation Fo-
rum


